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Gong Xi Fa Cai – Happy Chinese New Year:   
 

Welcome back to wonderful Lyall Bay School, where we are Building 
the Best Learners.  All the children and teachers look refreshed and 
ready for lots of exciting learning. 
 

A special welcome to the children who started at Lyall Bay School 
today.  We know your time at Lyall Bay will be the best.  Your names 
will be in the newsletter over the next few weeks.   
 

School Term Dates for 2020 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

4 Feb – 9 April 28 April - 3 July 20 July - 25 Sept 12 Oct - 16 Dec 

Public Holidays and Teacher Only days 

6 Feb - Waitangi 
Day 

27 April -ANZAC Day 
1 June - Queens 
Birthday 
2 June - ToD 

7 Sept - Kāhui Ako 
ToD 

26 Oct - Labour 
Day  
  
27 Oct - ToD LBS  

 

Lyall Bay School Staff 2020 
We welcome our new teachers Henry Gaskin, Jessica Stewart and 
Justin Crosswell to Lyall Bay School.  We are so excited to have you 
join our amazing team.      

                              
Henry Gaskin, Jessica Stewart and Justin Crosswell 

Principal – Melanie Dean 
Deputy Principals – Amanda Luxford and Jo Graham 
Yr 1-2 Team Leader- Amanda Luxford 

Yr 3-6 Team Leader – Jo Graham  
Associate Leaders – Brogan Coburn Yr 1-2, Christine Cowan Yr 3-4, 
Kelly Wallace Yr 5-6 

  

Room  Teacher Level 

J1 Jo Carter Year 1 New Entrants 

J2 Jessica Lamond Year 1 New Entrants 

J4 Suzy Jones & Nikki Oates Years 1-2 

J5 Isabelle Newman Years 1-2 

J7 Brogan Coburn (Associate Leader) Years 1-2 

J8 Lily O’Donovan & Loutje Le Grand Years 1-2 

M2 Christine Cowan (Associate Leader) Years 3-4 

M3  Justin Crosswell Years 3-4 

M4 Leolie Rentsch Years 3-4 

M5 Jessica Stewart Years 3-4 

M6  Kate Millner Years 3-4 

S1 Jo Graham (Team Leader) Years 5-6 

S2 Henry Gaskin Years 5-6 

S3 Robert Lindsay Years 5-6 

S4 Debbie Limpus Years 5-6 

S5 Kelly Wallace (Associate Leader) Years 5-6 
 

Special Needs – Amanda Luxford (SENCO),  
                              Suzanne Woods (Additional Teacher) 
ESOL – Robina Dean, Katarina Sundberg Carson (Teacher Aide) 
Reading Recovery     Sharon Wall       
Part-time Teachers   Sherwin Mottram, Kirsten Isbister, Janine Kerr,   
                                      David Wong, Tracey Williams, Rekha Tiwari 
Teacher Aides    Bharti Narsi, Katarina Sundberg Carson, Glenn     
                                   Hunter, Michelle Watson, Marina Lewis, Jyoti  
                                   Riches, Tania Waugh, Caitlin Hunter 
Library Manager    Katarina Sundberg Carson 
Office Manager    Kathy Dempsey 
Caretaker/Cleaner  John Rauhihi  
Gardener    Amy Thorburn 

 

A newsletter will be coming home next week outlining aspects of 
the classroom programme that can be supported from home, 
specific class programmes, or making requests for specific items 
not already included on the general stationery lists.  Please check 
our website regularly, as copies of newsletters will be posted there 
also. 
 

Our school timetable is as follows: 
8:55 - 11  In class  
11 – 11:20  Break 
11:20 – 12:30  In class 
12:30 – 1:30  Break 
1:30 – 3  In class 

 

It is important that children arrive at school after 8:30am and 
before 8:55am, to be ready for a great day of learning.  
 

Lyall Bay School has an open door policy and welcome parents at 
any time.  From time to time you will want to make contact with 
school to clarify information, or to raise an issue of concern.  We 
welcome this contact, as we prefer to address issues before they 
escalate.  Please follow our lines of communication.  If you have 
any concerns it is vital that you raise these with your child’s 
teacher in the first instance, preferably before or after school.  If 
the matter remains unresolved, you should then see the Team 
Leader.  They will raise the matter with a Deputy Principal or 
Principal if required.  Teachers appreciate chats with parents, 
both informal and formal.  Please be aware that teachers do need 
to be with the students from 8.55 until 3pm. They are available to 
talk to you outside of these times.  In February (Freedom 
February) we are hoping teachers (and yourselves) will make the 
most of the weather and they may be leaving school from 
3.30pm.  Please be understanding of this.  
 

We have a dedicated group of children who are our road 
patrollers.  They have been trained by Constable Dann and are 
vigilant in helping your children to cross the road safely.  Please  
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Dates for your Diary 
 

Thur 6 Feb – Waitangi Day (school closed) 
Fri 7 Feb – Parent and Principal chat in library:  All Welcome  
Tues 11 Feb – Kapa Haka starts 
Fri 6 March - Parent and Principal chat: All Welcome 
Wed11 March - Goal Setting Conferences and HERO intro 
Thur 12 March– Goal Setting Conferences and HERO intro 
Thur 9 April – Last day of term 1 
Tues 28 April – First day term 2 
 

                         

            Waitangi Day 
     Thursday 6th February 
  School will be closed for 
      this public holiday. 
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respect the road patrol and use the crossing with your child before 
and after school.  We would like to ask for your help with road 
patrol.  Each crossing requires an adult supervisor so if you can give 
up some time, either in the morning (8:35 - 9:00), or the afternoon 
(2:55 – 3:10), one day a week, please let Jo Graham know 
(jo.graham@lyallbay.school.nz).  This help would mean that 
teachers can be in class with tamariki before and after school.  
 

Our school pool is up and running.  Your child’s class teacher will 
let you know their swimming time.  To help everyone, can you 
please make sure that all clothing is named so if it is left in the 
changing rooms the owner is easily found.  If your child does not 
bring their togs to school, we will not be calling you to bring them 
in for them.  This is their responsibility and they can achieve it 
with your support of reminders.  We can also use the changing 
sheds.  Thank you to everyone who was able to give up some time 
and help out with the building of these.  The community effort 
that has gone in has saved the school quite a lot of money.  

 
 

     
 

A reminder to everyone that during Term 1 hats are compulsory.  This 
is a significant health and safety aspect for all schools in New Zealand 
because of our harsh sun.  It is expected that hats will be worn 
whenever we are outside and it is not weather dependent as we can 
still be easily burnt even when it is cloudy.  The bigger the brim on the 
hat the better for protecting from sunburn, caps don’t cut it!  
 

Please remember that if your child is sick, or is not attending school for 
any reason please let the office know.  This is for the safety of your 
child. 
 

It is important to keep hydrated 
during the hot months.  The only 
drinks allowed at school are water 
and milk (provided by school).  Please 
make sure that that you send your 
child to school with only water to 
drink.  Water bottles can be filled at 
school. 

 

All parents and caregivers now have access to our policies 
through www.schooldocs.co.nz.  If you wish to read any policies 
just go to this website, type in Lyall Bay School and the username 
for the community is lyallbay and the password is maranui.  
Throughout the year there will be policy reviews and you can take 
part in these by logging on, reading the policy and sending any 
comments in the comment box.  We will let you know when a 
policy is being reviewed. 
 

We share information with you in 
a variety of ways.  Through 
FaceBook, newsletters, website, 
SeeSaw and SchoolAppsNZ.  Please 
scan the QR code below to access 
SchoolAppsNZ if you are already 
signed up. 
  
We will be also sharing reporting information with you through a 
new web based site called HERO.  More information about this 
will be shared with you at student led conferences in the middle 
of the term.  Please see the Dates to Diary. 
If you have changed the way you would like to receive your 
newsletter:  email, FaceBook, website, SchoolAppsNZ, then please 
let us know so we can update your information. 
 

We have trialled having no bells last year.  As part of this trial we 
surveyed tamariki, staff and community.  Using our survey results 
we have decided to continue with no bells but instead staff 
signalling when it is time to return to class after a break.  The 
majority of people found this to be a preferable.  We will be 
moving our eating time at morning tea back to 10:45am as too 
many of our tamariki were too hungry if they waited.  
 

Many of you will have been keeping up with the news around the 
Corona virus.  On advice from the Ministry of Education and 
Ministry of Health we have asked any families who have returned 
from China within the last 14 days, or been in contact with others 
who have had possible contact with the virus to stay away from 

school for the incubation period of 14 days. Thank you for your 
understanding.  
 
Melanie Dean 
Principal 
 
 

Community Notices: 
Home Educators Required: 
Homegrown Kids are recruiting Home Educators in your area!!  We 
offer our Educators a complete wrap-around service of support, 
knowledge, career development and community connections.  We 
regularly have enquiries from busy families needing quality, 
consistent care for their pre-schoolers.  They believe in home based 
care, and so do we.  Our Educators are supported to provide the best 
service they can.  They have the flexibility of working from home with 
hours that suit their own families. 
Get in touch with us today to find out how Homegrown Kids can 
support you on this journey. 
Phone 027 403 0255 or touch base via our website www.hgk.co.nz 
 

Free Visits to Staglands: 
Great news!  To celebrate National Children's Day on 1st March 2020, 
KIDS GO FREE at Staglands!   
2362 Akatarawa Road, Akatarawa Valley, Upper Hutt 5372 
www.staglands.co.nz 
 

Drama Classes at In The Wings: 
In the Wings:  Drama classes for Primary, Secondary, and Adult 
students.  Wednesdays at the Hataitai Bowling Club.  Starting 19 
February.  Trial classes and family discounts can be arranged.  Check 
out our options www.inthewings.co.nz or email 
katie@inthewings.co.nz  
 

Learn a New Language the Fun Way: 
French language classes Term 1 2020 
Fun Languages Wellington runs pre-school, lunchtime and after-
school French classes at various Wellington locations.  Games, songs, 
drama and stories are taught in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere 
with the emphasis being on FUN!   Language resources available to 
support parents at home.  Free trial class is offered.  
OTHER LOCAL AFTER-SCHOOL FRENCH CLASSES AVAILABLE:  
Hataitai Community Centre Thursday 3.30pm – 4.30pm 
Contact details:  021 462 042  E: annick@lcfclubs.co.nz or visit 
www.lcfclubs.co.nz  or 
https://www.facebook.com/funlanguageswellington/ for more 
information.  

mailto:principal@lyallbay.school.nz
http://www.lyallbay.school.nz/
mailto:jo.graham@lyallbay.school.nz
http://www.schooldocs.co.nz/
http://www.hgk.co.nz/
http://www.staglands.co.nz/
http://www.inthewings.co.nz/
mailto:katie@inthewings.co.nz
mailto:annick@lcfclubs.co.nz
http://www.lcfclubs.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/funlanguageswellington/

